A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
south—that is, the seaports of the Garonne and the Adour, a
few castles on the Dordogne, and a few footholds inland—but
they never again held aU Gascony firmly, as they had done
before the wars began.
So ended the first period of the Hundred Years War. It added
to the weakening of civilization, doing something to increase the
evils which the Black Death had begun, but it did nothing to
increase the strength of the Plantagenet Crown, which had
launched its claim to the French monarchy nearly forty years
before. On June 8,1376, the Black Prince, Edward's eldest son
and heir, died—a man already ruined in health and decrepit,
though he was only forty-five. Just over a year later, on
June 21,1377, his father, Edward the King, who had long fallen
into premature senility, with a long white beard like a man of
eighty, and forgetting everything, died in his turn, almost
abandoned.
RICHARD II (CALLED RICHARD OF BORDEAUX)
The Young King. The son of the Black Prince, Richard,
was just over ten years old when his father died. He had been
born at Bordeaux, and was known by the name of that town.
It was a disaster for England that a child, and a child of so
exceptional a character—highly sensitive, too much of an artist,
timid, ill-suited to conflict—should have come to the throne at
this moment. The opportunity was more than a temptation, it
was a positive appeal, to his uncle, John of Gaunt, Duke of
Lancaster, to usurp power—and one may say that the Lan-
castrian usurpation, with all its ill-consequences, began in those
first days of the new reign, though it took more than twenty
years to mature, John, Duke of Lancaster, was, this midsummer
of 1377, a man in the full activity of his powers, just past his
thirty-seventh birthday. He was the fourth son of Edward III,
born, as we have seen, at Ghent. The English kter pronounced
the name of the town "Gaunt"—a corruption of the French
nasal "Gand"—instead of following the local Flemish £>ro-
nimciation of "Ghent." The Prince therefore has beconie
known to history as John of Gaunt, and Shakespeare's plays
hare fixed the term in the general imagination. It will be
remembered how the title of Lancaster arose: the earldom was
given to the son of Henry III; and it will be remembered how

